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Welcome:  The Redemptorist Community and Pastoral 

Staff of the Redemptorist Renewal Center extends a 
warm and loving welcome to all who come here to pray 
and worship in our church.  We are a community that 
welcomes all people as brothers and sisters in Jesus 
Christ.  Together we are the body of Christ, living and 
active today. 

        Saturday 4 pm livestreamed Mass:  https://www.youtube.com/c/OurLadyoftheDesertChurch/playlists  

https://www.youtube.com/c/OurLadyoftheDesertChurch/playlists


August 20th Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 
Paul is writing to Gentiles. He acknowledges that he became the “Apostle to the Gentiles” be-
cause of the rejection of the gospel that he found among the Jews. Paul sees the Jewish objectors 
as carrying out God’s will to bring mercy to all the world. Even though they do not know what 
they did, God worked through them. However, Paul holds out hope for the Jews. He states that 
now God will work through the Gentiles to bring his mercy to the Jews. God’s mercy will always 
win! 

August 21st Jgs 2:11-19 
The people are now settled in the promised land. Unfortunately, they have forgotten all that Mo-
ses taught them about fidelity to God. They have begun to worship other gods, as their neighbors 
around them did. As a result of their turning from God, bad things happen in their lives. They 
come to their senses and cry out to God for deliverance, and he hears them and sends a rescuer. 
However, once the rescuer is gone, the people fall back to their sinful ways. The sequence repeats 
itself. The question for them (and us!) is when will we finally learn our lesson? Only fidelity to 
God will bring safety and happiness into our lives. 

August 22nd Jgs 6:11-24a 
Today we hear of the call of the first judge, Gideon. Once again, God surprises. He does not call 
the rich and mighty, but rather a man whose family is the lowest of all in the tribe, and who is the 
lowest of all those in his father’s house. Gideon is slow to believe, and God is patient with him. 
Finally, after a miraculous accepting of a sacrifice by God, Gideon is convinced, and takes up his 
role as savior. Lowly people can do mighty things with the help of God! 

August 23rd Jgs 9:6-15 

Gideon dies in today’s reading. The people right away forget about him and God. They choose 
one from their own clan to be the ruler over them. They attack 69 of the 70 sons of Gideon and 
murder them. Only Jotham survived. He prophesies that because they have turned away from God 
and forgotten all that God did for them through Gideon, disaster would fall upon them. Again, the 
message is that when we forget God and his love and mercy, bad things happen to us. 

August 24th Rv 21:9b-14 
Because of a feast day today, we leave Judges and have a reading from Revelation. The seer is 
presented with a vision of the “bride of them Lamb.” He sees a new, heavenly Jerusalem coming 
down from heaven. The names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the names of the Apostles are written 
on the stones of the walls. Obviously, this new city represents the Church. The Church is the bride 
of Jesus. It is in the Church that Jesus takes pride, and his love and commitment to her is com-
pared to that of a husband for his wife. God holds us in truly great 
love and respect. He is always there for us! 

 

 

 

 



August 25th Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22 

Today, we have a passage from the Book of Ruth. This is a story of things that happened during 
the time of the Judges. Naomi and her husband leave their homeland and journey off to pagan 
lands because there is a drought in Israel. There, her two sons marry local women. One of these is 
Ruth. After Naomi’s husband and 2 sons both die, Naomi wants to return home to the land of Isra-
el. Ruth, who loves her, refuses to let her go alone. She, through a felt call to love and honor her 
mother-in-law, goes back to Israel with her. Eventually, Ruth will become the great grandmother 
of King David. God often calls to us through our relationships with others. If we heed his call, we 
can be a source of great blessing to them and to the world. All very ordinary, yet very extraordi-
nary! 

August 26th Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17 
Ruth goes out to work in the fields of a relative of Naomi. The relative, Boaz, sees her and knows 
that she helped Naomi and was so loving towards her. Because of this knowledge, he falls in love 
with Ruth and marries her. Soon, she has a baby named Obed. Obed will be the grandfather of 
King David. Love for Naomi has won great honor and reward for Ruth! It has changed her life 
and brought her great joy! 

~Fr. Brian Johnson  C.Ss.R.

Bible Study 

We will be holding another Bible Study from the Great Adventure Series. We will be studying the 
Book of Revelation. 

Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come is an intriguing study that shows how the kingdom  
established by Christ in his Church is intimately connected with the Kingdom of Heaven. Here, 
you will   discover what the mysterious figures and images of Revelation mean. You will see how 
Revelation is more than an apocalyptic vision of the “end times.” It is a   revelation of God as our 
Divine Bridegroom and the Church as his spotless bride,  forever united in a heavenly, holy, and  
mystical marriage that we enter into every time we celebrate the Mass. 

Workbooks for this study cost $28.00. This will be a 10-week study held on the Mondays 
from October 9 through December 11. 
Please call the office to register for this study by September 11th. 520.744.3400. 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL YOU GOOD PEOPLE OF OUR LADY OF THE 

DESERT CHURCH! 

I am so grateful for your kindness to me: your gracious words, beautiful cards and 

greetings, and generous gifts! 

It is humbling to realize how much you appreciated my ministry here at OLD these past 

four years. 

You expressed your admiration and gratitude for my homilies and celebrations of the 

Eucharist and the retreats. Bless you all for your support and encouragement and 

prayers. 

Remember: each day is a new day you have never lived before and will never live again 

as God loves you into life each day! Be so grateful for your precious gift of life. 

We are together in the Eucharist every day! 

I shall miss you and want to assure you of my love and prayers. 

God bless each of you with His deep peace and joy! 

Fondly, 

Fr. Pat 

My new address: St. Alphonsus Church 

                           7025 Halifax Ave. N. 

                           Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 





 
Friday,  August 18 

7:30 a.m. - Fr. Pat Grile   
**Benjamin Brookhart (d) 

 

Saturday, August 19 

4:00 p.m. (livestreamed) Fr. Pat Grile  
**Dennis Terrill (d)  

 
Sunday, August 20 

7:30 a.m. – Fr. Stephen Rehrauer  
**Axel Henry Donald Figge (d)  

1st Anniversary  
10:00 a.m. – Fr. Jim Shea 

**Cecile Durant (d)  
 

Monday, August 21 
7:30 a.m. – Fr. Jim Shea  

**Anna M. Hernandez-Special Intention  
 

Tuesday,  August 22 

7:30 a.m. - Fr. Tom Fransiscus  
**Fr. Iva Levystky & Fr. Bondan Heleta 

Peace in Ukraine 
 

Wednesday, August 23 
7:30 a.m. – Fr. Stephen Rehrauer  

**Joel Allen - Birthday  
 

 Thursday,  August 24 

7:30 a.m. - Fr. Brian Johnson  
**Thomas Korduba (d)  

 
 Friday,  August 25 

7:30 a.m.  - Fr. Jim Shea  
**Katherine Korduba (d) 

 
 Saturday,  August 26 

4:00 p.m. livestreamed - Fr. Stephen Rehrauer  
  **For Healing  

 

Sunday,  August 27 
7:30 a.m. – Fr. Peter Connolly  

**Sr. Donna Schultz for Healing  
10:00 a.m. – Fr. Tom Fransiscus  

**Victims of Coronavirus – Recovery & 
Wellness 

         

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

RCIA 

Every year, our parish offers a process through which 
non-Catholics can join our Catholic Church. This    
process is called the RCIA (Rite of Christian             
Initiation of Adults). This past year, we had two        
individuals who joined the Catholic Church at our 
Easter Vigil Service. Another opportunity will be   
starting this Fall. If you know of someone who is not 
presently Catholic, but who might be   interested in 
joining our Church, we invite you to have them call Fr. 
Brian at the office. 

 

Marriage Help   

A Retrouvaille Weekend can help couples rediscover 
peace, hope, and purpose in their marriage. Register 
Now for a Retrouvaille Weekend scheduled, Friday 
evening, August 25 - Sunday, August 27, 2023. Visit: 
www.retrouvaille.org, Call or Text  
(520) 762-4449.  
 

 

Our Lady of the Desert Circle of  
Redemptorist Associates  

Please join us at one of our monthly meetings (3rd 
Thursday of the month, from 5:00-6:00pm). We’d love 
to see you in person or on Zoom. Please contact Diana 
Davenport at diana@davenport.net (520-612-9873) for 
more information. If you would like to attend online, 
please contact John Davenport (john@davenport.net) 
for a Zoom link.  

 
Scripture Prayer Group  

meets via zoom each Tuesday from 7-8pm. For more 
details email John Davenport at: john@davenport.net, 
or call 440.478.1203.  
 

Grief Share Support Group  
Grief share is a friendly group of caring people, who 
share the experience of the loss of a loved one. For 
more information contact, June or Stan Wood at 
520.219.2919.  

Food Bank 
The Marana Food Bank bin is located in the veranda 
near the bookstore. We collected a total of 150lbs of 
food  for the month of June and July. Please help our  
local community by donating today.  Thank you for 
your generosity. ~Marge Mauzer  

 

**Mass Intentions/Presiders 



Rachel's Vineyard (Tucson)  

Are you a man or woman feeling regret, grief, or sadness following an 
abortion? Come and receive God's love and mercy for emotional and 
spiritual healing on a Rachel's Vineyard retreat, September 15-17, 
2023. Visit: www. rachelsvineyardtucson.org or Call/Text 520-743-6777.  



Retreat : 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   





“The desert will lead you to your heart where I will speak.” 
Hosea 2:16 

OUR LADY OF THE  

DESERT 
 DECEASED MEMBERS 

Last 12 Months  

    

                    (Month/Year) 

Art Davenport (4/23) 
Thomas Doyle (12/22) 

Carol Draper Burba (1/23) 
Donald Figge (8/22) 

Katherine Gaboury (10/22) 

Sharon Iavagnilio (1/23) 
Harriet Lewandowski (5/23) 

Billie Marshall (9/22) 

Philip Oberstar (10/22)  

Virgil Roeder (5/23) 

Edward Schafle (1/23) 

Dennis Terrill (2/23) 

Frank Taylor (8/22) 

Larry Waller (4/23) 

    

520.744.3400 

Our Sick List 

 August 2023 

Fr. Jeff King-Healing                        Tony Iavagnilio  

Ed Kenyon             Bernie Burba 

Tim McDonald 

Chuck Peterson 

Linda Peterson 

June Wood 

Lee Morrison  

Scott Milligan 

Rachel Flint  

Bob Garcia  

  



Our mission is to be a 
place where the       
contemplative spirit of 
the human person may 
be discovered, fed and 
nourished.  It is a place, 
an oasis in the Sonoran 
Desert, where      
Individuals encounter 
God and “feel the burn” 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 Weekly Stewardship for Our Lady of the Desert 
Weeks  of  August 7-14, 2023    $ 5,823.00 

Redemptorist Renewal Center office hours 
are as follows: 

Monday - Saturday: 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays:  

 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

If you have requested additional envelopes, they will be available the following 

week in the box on the table by the side door in church.

For your convenience, know that you may come during office hours 

to personally offer your stewardship, mail it in, or use the  

following link and specify your donation. Click here: 

http://desertrenewal.org/fees-and-rates/ 

http://desertrenewal.org/fees-and-rates/




 

THE BOOKSTORE IS  

OPEN 
AFTER EACH WEEKEND MASS 

 

 

Bookstore Hours 

AUGUST 2023 

AUGUST 5-6 Sat, Sun  After the weekend masses 

AUGUST 10   Thursday 10:00 – 2:00 

AUGUST 12-13 Sat, Sun After the weekend masses 

AUGUST 17  Thursday 10:00 – 2:00 

AUGUST 19-20 Sat, Sun After the weekend masses 

AUGUST 26-27 Sat, Sun After the weekend masses 

SEPTEMBER 2-3 Sat, Sun After the weekend masses 



    Novena Prayer to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

adapted to be prayed in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Mother of Perpetual Help, with the greatest confidence we come  

before your holy picture to beseech your intercession. We think of 

you, Mother, at the foot of the Cross. Your heart must have bled to 

see your Son in agony. But your joy was great when He rose from 

the dead, victorious over the powers of evil. Mother of Sorrows, 

pray for us in this time of trial.  

Help us not to lose heart. Intercede for your people who are afflicted with Coronavirus. 

Comfort your people who are vulnerable and anxious. Protect healthcare workers who 

put their lives at risk.  

Inspire our leaders to make good decisions. Change our hearts so that we may act       
responsibly. Teach us to trust in God’s love and mercy and to share with you the joy of 
having courageously faced up to all the challenges of Life.   Amen 

 

The Act of Spiritual Communion, by St. Alphonsus Liguori, may be a source of       
comfort at this time when we are separated from one another, but connected as the Body 
of Christ. Pray this prayer when you are not able to receive the Eucharist. 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed      Sacrament. I 
love you above all things and I desire you into my heart. Since I can-
not now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself 
entirely to you.  Never permit me to be separated from You.   For this I 
pray. Amen. 
 
 
Source: Visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament 
by St. Alphonsus Liguori 

  
                  




	September 11th. 520.744.3400.



