
Our Lady of the Desert Church 
 

7101 West Picture Rocks Road, Tucson, AZ  85743 

Phone:  520-744-3400  Email:  office@desertrenewal.org 

Website:  www.desertrenewal.org 

 
Weekend of January 4-5 

Epiphany of the Lord  
 

Redemptorist Community 

 

Church Rector 

Rev. Brian Johnson, C.Ss.R. 

 

Director of Renewal Center 

Rev. Stephen Rehrauer, C.Ss.R. 

 

Associates 

Rev. Charlie Wehrley, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Jim Shea, C.Ss.R 

Rev. Peter Connolly, C.Ss.R. 

Padre Tomas Jose Fransiscus, 

C.Ss.R. JCL 

Rev. Stephen Huy Vu, C.Ss.R. 

Pastor, Santa Catalina Parish  

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 

Choir 

Charles Lohr, Music Director 

 
 

Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Ken McNealy 
 

Liturgical Ministers/ 

Compliance Officer 

Kelly Mooney 

Bob Jones 

Bulletin Editor 

Alexis Murrieta 
 

Knights of Columbus 

David VanderLinde 

Grand Knight  

Welcome:  The Redemptorist Community and Pastoral 

Staff of the Redemptorist Renewal Center extends a 
warm and loving welcome to all who come here to pray 
and worship in our church.  We are a community that 
welcomes all people as brothers and sisters in Jesus 
Christ.  Together we are the body of Christ, living and 
active today. 

        Saturday 4 pm livestreamed Mass:  https://www.youtube.com/c/OurLadyoftheDesertChurch/playlists  

https://www.youtube.com/c/OurLadyoftheDesertChurch/playlists


                

 

 

 

Jesus has called certain men to join him in his priesthood through the Sacrament of Holy Orders. To build 
up this priesthood, Christ gives to his Church the ordained ministries of Bishop, Priest, and Deacon.  As the 
Catechism states, “Through the ordained ministry, especially that of bishops and priests, the presence of 
Christ as head of the Church is made visible in the midst of the Community of Believers” (CCC # 
1549).  This Sacrament does not preserve these  ordained men from weakness and sin, but the Holy Spirit 
guarantees that the minister’s sin does not impede the effectiveness of the Sacrament and its graces.  In 
fact, the Catechism insists that the sacrament and its graces calls the ordained to a holiness of life and an 
attitude of humility that conforms them to Christ whose priesthood they share.  So, the ordained minister 
always acts in the person of Christ and in the name of the Church.  

                   
        ~Fr. Brian Johnson  C.Ss.R. 

 

Bible Study  

We will meet in the Agave room at 10:00 a.m. on Monday January 6, 2025.  

 

  

The Church uses the term “order” for this sacrament.  This term was used in the Roman Empire to refer 
to a governing group.  In this sacrament, there are three orders: Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.  All three 
involve a special sharing in the Holy Spirit. As the Catechism says, ordination “confers a gift of the Holy 
Spirit that permits the exercise of a Sacred Power… which can come only from Christ Himself through 
the Church” (CCC #1538).    

From Old Testament times on, God has been active in the life of his people through priests.  It is through 
priests like Melchizedek, Aaron and his sons, and through the Tribe of Levi, that God brought his saving 
mercy to his people.  These priests offered sacrifices to God on behalf of the people.  They proclaimed 
the word of God to the people so they could grow in their communion with God.  However, they could 
not  provide the fullness of salvation to their people.  For this, Jesus was needed.  

Jesus offered the sacrifice of himself upon the cross in a priestly act of perfect self-offering accepted by 
the Father and  culminating in His resurrection from the dead.  As Risen Lord and High Priest, he         
continues to offer salvation to all.  



    



 

 

 

   
   

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #15704 CTSO Tuition Assistance Program  

The time of year is upon us to remind our parish members to take advantage of the State of           
Arizona’s Tuition Tax Credit. The State Allows taxpayers to receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit on 
their 2024 state taxes while providing much-needed funding for deserving students enrolled in  
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Tucson and other private schools within Arizona. Arizona’s      
CATHOLIC TUITION SUPPORT ORGANIZATION (CTSO) commitment to Catholic education could not 
be fulfilled without your support. CTSO uses these tax credit funds to help children in receiving a 
Catholic education by assisting with their tuition expenses.  

 

Please use our CTSO Donation Form when submitting your donation. The 
form should already indicate our Parish Family Referral Plan ID# 1699. This 
ID#      assures that your tax credit contributions through CTSO will be desig-
nated for distribution towards our parish family members that apply for    
Tuition Assistance using our CTSO Scholarship Application Forms.  

If you have or know of a student from our Parish or a student that is 
being sponsored by a Parish Member that will begin attending a    
Catholic School in 2025, please make sure they get a copy of the 
CTSO Scholarship Application Form that needs to be completed and           
returned to the Parish Office. The Parish Office will forward the         
application to the Knights of  Columbus CTSO Committee Council 
#15704 for processing by the end of May 2025. So please don’t delay 
in submitting your CTSO Scholarship Application Form.  

CTSO Donation Form and a return envelope are available at the back 
of the church between now and the end of tax season.   

CTSO Application Forms for 2025 School Year will be available at the 
parish office.  





“The desert will lead you to your heart where I will speak.” 
Hosea 2:16 

OUR LADY OF THE  

DESERT 
 DECEASED MEMBERS 

Last 12 Months  

  

                   (Month/Year) 

 

Melissa Bandelt (5/24) 

    Fr. Rich Boever C.Ss.R. (1/24) 

Bill Berry (3/24) 

Olive ‘Punken’ Berry (4/24) 

Carol Burba (9/24) 

Peter Castillo (2/24)   

Pat Celentano (12/24)  

   Larry Cobble (5/24)                          

Joe Fernando (2/24) 

Tony Iavagnilio (1/24) 

Mary Johnson (1/24) 

Gabby Juteau (10/24) 

Edward Kenyon (1/24) 

Mary Sloan (7/24) 

 Elaine Tolentino (8/24)                        

      Patricia Wayne (10/24) 

  

520.744.3400 

Our Sick List 
January 2025 

Erin Neely               Bill Liscum 

Miguel Quijada                               Grace Carroll         

Tim McDonald                                  Jerry Linton 

Chuck Peterson                           Aubrey Scarborough                  

Linda Peterson                                   Joanna Crawford       
Michael Dunlap                           Lee Morrison 

Joan Forgue                            Jim Whitten  

Terry Bahill              Ashleigh McIntosh         

Rachel Flint                                          Emily Hernandez  

Bob Garcia                JC Martinez 

Fr. Jeff King-Healing                                 Kurt Cummings 

David Donofrio                           Jack Friedman 

Winnie Levoch              Merle Margelofsky 

Bob Box                   Margaret Zeches                  

Hayden Spencer              June and Stan Wood 

Walter McCulloch             L. Cindy Otte  

Linda Whitten                            Sue Cobble       

Marty Lopez                          Robert Keogh  

Carol Bruzzi             George Sheehan  



 

Friday, January 3 
7:30 a.m. - Fr. Stephen Rehrauer   

**Fran & Monica Roach  
 

Saturday, January 4 
4:00 p.m. livestreamed– Fr. Peter Connolly  

  **Guillermo Sanchez (d)  
 

 Sunday, January 5 
7:30 a.m. – Fr. Peter Connolly   

**JoAnn Hohmann (d)  
10:00 a.m. – Fr. Charlie Wehrley   

**Robert McFeeters (d) 
 
 

Monday, January 6 

7:30 a.m. – Fr. Peter Connolly  
**Carol Burba (d)  

 
Tuesday, January 7 

7:30 a.m. - Fr. Jim Shea   
**Redemptorist Community  

(Fr. Peter Connolly’s Birthday) 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
 7:30 a.m. – Fr. Tom Fransiscus  

**James Orth (d)  
 

 Thursday,  January 9 

7:30 a.m. - Fr. Brian Johnson  
**Jane Orth  

 
 Friday, January 10 

7:30 a.m.  - Fr. Charlie Wehrley   
**Arturo & Elaina Diaz—80th Birthday  

 

 Saturday, January 11 

4:00 p.m. livestreamed– Fr. Charlie Wehrley   
**Eric Bearup (d)  

 

Sunday, January 12 

7:30 a.m. – Fr. Peter Connolly  
**Patricia Poutson (d)  

10:00 a.m. – Fr. Charlie Wehrley  
**Ken & Margaret McNealy - Healing  

         

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Our Lady of the Desert Circle of  
Redemptorist Associates  

Please join us at one of our monthly meetings on 
the 3rd Thursday, from 5:00-6:00pm. We’d love to 

see you in person or on Zoom. Please contact     
Diana Davenport at diana@davenport.net          

(520-612-9873) for more information. If you 
would like to attend online, please contact John 

Davenport (john@davenport.net) for a Zoom link.  

 
Weekly Rosary Prayer 

Every Wednesday starting at 6:00 p.m. In the Our 
Lady of the Desert Church. Please come join us.  

 
Monthly Rosary Prayer 

Please come and join us on the second Wednesday 
of every month. In the Our Lady of the Desert 

Church starting at 9:00 a.m.  

 
Scripture Prayer Group  

meets via zoom each Tuesday. For more details 
email John Davenport at: john@davenport.net, or 

call 440.478.1203.           

 

Adoration –First Friday of Every Month               

For Adoration updates please visit our website 
https://desertrenewal.org/our-lady-of-the-desert      
 -church/ 

 

 

**Mass Intentions/Presiders 

Grief 
Losing a loved one is painful. 
You do not have to do it alone. 

If you want to join support group, or talk to 
someone about your loss, call 

Dr. June Wood, PhD LICSW-Emeritus,Mn.  
 (520)419.5962  

Interfaith Community Service Food Bank 
Please help our local community by donating 

today. The bin is located in the veranda near the 
bookstore.  

Thank you for your generosity. ~Marge Mauzer  



 

Our mission is to be a place 
where the contemplative spirit 
of the human person may be 

discovered, fed and         
nourished.  It is a place, an 

oasis in the Sonoran  Desert, 
where Individuals encounter 

God and “feel the burn” of the   
Holy Spirit. 

 Weekly Stewardship for Our Lady of the Desert        
Weekend Collections : December 21-22~$7,238.00 Christmas ~$4,082.00 December 28-29~$5,376.00  

Redemptorist   

Renewal Center     
office hours are as 

follows:    

Monday - Saturday: 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Sundays: 

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

  

    

If you have requested additional envelopes, they will be available the following  

week in the box on the table by the side door in church.  
 

For your convenience, know that you may come during office hours  

to personally offer your stewardship, mail it in, or use the  

following link and specify your donation. Click here: 

http://desertrenewal.org/fees-and-rates/ 

http://desertrenewal.org/fees-and-rates/





